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Numes. IX. 


The GRUMBLER. 


_— 9 





By Sqmire GirzZArv. 





------ Nor 1s there Law more juft 
an that, he that woud cut another Man’s Throat, fhou'd 


have his own cut firft. 


Dryden. 





———+ —_——-- 
as ——_— 


From Thur/day April 14. to Tuefday April 19.1715. 


HE other Day while the Parliament 
was fitting, my Curiofity led me to the 
Court of Requefts, and from thence 


into the Lobby of the Houfe of Commons, 
where I found many of my Relations attending 


with their Hands full of Papers. A true Gizzard | 


cannot, at the fhorteft, have lefs than an Ell or a 
Yard of Complaint. I muft own, the generality 
of my Kindred may be gueft at, by the fhrugs of 
their Shoulders and the fournefs of their Counte- 
nances ; but a true Lobby Gizzard is difcover'd by 
amore infallible Token, which is the length of 
his Petition. If you feea Perfon with as much 
grumbling Parchment, as might ferve to make him 
a Doublet or pair of Breeches, you may conclude 
him a rea! Branch of the Gizzard’s Family. 

I woud not be thought to intimate by this, that 
every one who appears with Parchment or Paper 
in his Hand at the Lobby, is a Grumbler, fince there 
are feveral belonging to that.Place, whofe fole 
Bufinefs it is, to.receive Rents from the Gizzard’s, 
to the no {mall propagation of our Family Diftem- 
per. Now thefe People are fo far from being of 
Kin to us, that fhould the Gizzard’s once come to 
be cur'd, they would be undone by it. For as we 
grumble becaufe of Grievances, fo nothing burt the 
want of Grievances can make them complain. 
Thefe fort of Creatures may properly be ftil’d 


Anti-Gizzard’s ; our Difcontents being Hearts-eafe - 


to them ; our Gall to them is {weet ; as we pine, 


they fatten, and the more we grumble, the more 


do they rejoyce. . But notwithftanding that we 
have no love for thefe Petition-drivers ; nay, al- 
though we know thar they are ready upon all oc- 
cafions to devour a Gizzard, yet it may be prov'd 


every Seifion of Parliament, thar many of our’ 


Family trudge it on Foot in the Dirt, only to en- 

abie one of thefe Fellows to ride in his Coach. 
My eldeft Brother (who has loft the Election 

at his Borough) is, I fear, like to become a Lobby- 


(Price Two-Pence. ) 


Grumbler, and confequently a Tributary to thefe 
Gentlemen of Sollicitation. aft Poft 1 received a. 
Letter from him out of the Country, wherein he 
gives me an Account of his ill Succefs, he com- 
plains much againft the Mayor, and grumbles at 


the whole Corporation. 


The Letter is as fol- 


lows, 


JoANTHONY GIZZARD, £7 


Dear Tony, 


¢ I Am out of all Patience at the Ufage I have 
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met with: I have loft my Election, after 
having been fecure of carrying it thefe Six 


Months. The Rogues vored againft me, after 


they had empty’d my Hogfheads and taken my 
Money: Nay, their very Wives and Daughters 
turn’d Tail upon me, after all rhe Pains I had 
been at to oblige them. The Mayor refusd to 


‘ return me, though I offer’d him all the Money 


he could in Confcience demand. Sir Francis 
outbid me, but I am refolv'd ro Petition againft 
him for Bribery. I hope very fhortly to fee the 
whole Corporation disfranchis'd.. Sunday next I 
fhall fet out for London, and defign to fee you 


‘ very foon atthe Ship. Inthe mean time remain — 


Dear Tony, 
Your unfortunate Brother, 
Hucu GizzarpD. 


P.S. ‘ I defire you to communicate this Letter 
to the Groaning-Board, for 1 will not Petition 
without their Approbation. 


I was 
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I was very forry to find that my Brother's Cir- 
cumftances oblig’d him to Travel on Sundays, and 
am in fome fear, that he will not arrive this Year 
to the Station of a Lobby Member, by which means 
- J fhall lofe abundance of Parliament-News : How- 
ever according to Hugh's Requeft, I laid his E- 
iftle on Monday before our Board. Which my 
Brother Tom had no fooner heard read, than he 
burft out into a loud Laughter. ‘ Whar (fays he) 
¢ does my Brother talk of petitioning againft Sir 
¢ Francis for Bribery, when he confeffes himfelf 
‘ guilry of the fame. Sir Francis, he owns, out- 
? bid him, and ‘tis but a juft Punifhment upon 
‘ him, fince he himfelf was one of the firft that 
* debauch’d the Corporation. I do not doubt, but 
* "tis the Cafe of many other Country Squires, 
“who, by their lavifh treating of neighbouring 
¢ Boroughs, have invired Strangers, who had 
« deeper Purfes than themfelves, to come thither 
* and fling them out with Ignominy, at the very 
“ Places'where their Anceftors had been cholen 
with Honour. I fay, with Honour, becauie Bo- 
roughs then follicited their neighbouring Gen- 
tlemen to accepc of their Choice, and reprefent 
them in Parliament. And even fo lately as in 
the Reign of King Charles IJ. Andrew Marvel 
was fo far from bribing the Borough he rerre- 
fented, that he duly receiv'd from them the Sti- 
pend ancienrly alloted ro Members, for defraying 
the Charges of attending the Parliament, for 
their Corporations Service. But fince Corruption 
* is now grown {fo general, furely thofe who give 
* into the Practice of it, have no reafon to mur- 
* mur, when the longeft Purfe carries it. 

When my Brother Tem had finifh’d his Ha- 
rangue, the Board came ro the following Refo- 
lutign. 

Refilved, * That leave be given to our Brother 
‘ Hugh Gizzard to grumble at his not being elect- 
‘ ed, provided the faid Hugh gave as much Mo- 
¢ to the Electors as his Antagonift. But in 
“ cafe he fuffer’'d himfelf to be outbrib’d, then 
‘ we cannot allow him to grumble, and therefore 
* do advife him not to Petition. 

Then the Groaning Board proceeded to the Re- 
gulation of all Lobby Grumblers, and after a long 
Debate, came to the following Refolutions, which 
the Secretary entwed under the Ticle of 
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APPENDIX to th RULES alveady 
regifter'd in the FOLIO GRUMBLE- 
BOOK. 


¢ W Hereas many honeft Gizzard’s, by indulg- 
‘ ing their own grumbling Tempers, have 
‘ unadvifedly taken upon them the State and Poft 
of Lobby Members, thereby flinging good Money 
‘ after bad, tothe no {mall impoverifhment of 
* our Family. We do therefore, in order to pre- 
* vent all fuch foolifh and deftructive Proceedings 
* for the future, hereby declare and refz/ve 
Imprimis. ‘ That no Perfon or Pertcns be li- 
‘ cens'd to grumble at having their Petitions ad- 
‘ judg‘d frivolous, unlef{s before petitioning, they 
‘ had fuffictenr Reafon to grumble ar their not be- 
‘ ing chofen. 
z. ‘ That no Perfon fhall be admirted to have 













‘ good reafon to grumble at his not being chofen 
‘ that cannot prove himfelf innocent of all thog 
‘ Facts which he charges upon his Antagonift. 

3- ‘ That no Trickfter fhall be permitted to 
‘ grumble at his being out-witted, nor any Bribery 
at his being outbrib‘d. 7 

4. * That for the berter regulating of that So. 
‘ ciety, our Coufin Mrs. Eleanor Fames, is hereby 
‘ declared Prefident of the Lebby Grumblers, 

5. ‘ Thatall fuch Grumblers, carry their Pej 
ons to the faid Prefident Mrs. Eleanor Fames, - 
be by her approv'd of, at her Office at the T 
of the Parliament-Stairs, where fhe will 
fail to attend this Seifion, while the Houf 
fitting. 
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After this I communicated to the Board a 
ter irom a Member of a Corporation, whi 
directed 


TJ ANTHONY GIZZARD, E£, 
Comptroller of the GROANING 
BOARD. 


SIR, 
¢ I Cannot help telling you, that your Orders 

‘ for admitting Perfons to, and excluding 
* them from the ancient and laudable freedom of 
‘ Grumbling, are Tyrannical and Defective, as 
‘ not including a Cate fo worthy of Licence as 
‘mine. J am a Vorer, and have gE my 
* felf faithfully in the Chief Office of a Corpo- 
‘ ration in the Weft. MM» Inclinations have al- 
* ways been tor thcte worthy Patriots, who make 
‘ the Laws of the Land the Standard of our O- 
* bedience, Bur, alas! my Wife ! the biind 
‘ Zeal of my Wite! To keep Peace at home, [ 
‘ have been forc’d to invalidate one good Vote 
‘by giving another bad one ; fo that for thefe 
‘ laft Ten Years, I have ioft, in effect, my Li- 
‘ berty of Voting; for ai: Arguments prove in- 
“effectual. I hope rherefore the Honourable 
* Groaning Board will take my Cafe into confide- 
‘ ration, there being fcarce a Borough in our 
‘ Parts, that has not fume of my Brethren, who 
* all expect a Licence to grumble, as well as 





Worthy SIR, 


Your moft humble Servant, 





Timormy Wuirr te. 


Upon reading this Letter, the Board granted 
the following Licence, fign’d, underfign’d, and 
counterfign’d in Form before prefcrib’d, 


r, Hereas the Cafe of Timcthy Whiffle feemeth 
‘ to us exceeding hard, and whereas it 
* appeareth to be compris’d in the Ninth Rule en- 
“tred in cur FOLIO GRUMBLE-BOOK : We 
* do hereby Licence the faid Timethy Whiffe to 
* grumole in any Place publick or privare ; here- 
* by counfelimg the faid Timothy todo the fame, 
* airways our of his Wife’s hearing. 
After this the Board adjourn’d to Monday next. 





LONDON: Prated by W. Witxins, 
Little-Britain ; and Sold by R. Burveic 
Where Advertiiements are taken in. 








at the Dol phin m 


wa Amen-Corner. 








